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May 22, 2009

Dear Friend of Freedom,

Thank you for taking FreedomWorks’ Memorial Day Recess Call to Action. During this next week Members of Congress will be at home in their districts and it is critical that they hear from limited-government advocates about the looming threats of socialized medicine.  I like to say that “government goes to those who show up” and this week it is very important that we do so.

Those who want to see a Canadian-style socialized health care system have managed to sneak reconciliation language into the budget which means that Senator Reid and his allies can limit debate of this monumental decision and pass sweeping changes to our health care system with only 51 votes.  That’s why every vote counts to preserve the choice and freedom we have.

Leaders in the Senate are planning on paying for the government takeover of healthcare with massive taxes on soda and alcoholic beverages.  It’s a hefty chunk of change: beer would be up 145 percent a six pack, the liquor tax would increase $2.54 per fifth, and the soda tax could be raised as well.  In fact, under one proposal we’d have to drink nearly 17 times as much soda to pay for the bill.

This is something America just can’t afford right now – these tax hikes mean less money in our own pockets and a severe hit to the already suffering restaurant business and their employees.  A good first step toward stopping this plan is letting Congress know how we feel: “No new taxes for socialized medicine!”  

Inside this packet, you will find the following: 

· A “Legislative Feedback Form” so that when you call a Senator or visit a Congressman you can find out where they stand on this important issue and let us know.
· A “Legislator Leave-Behind” It is important for our legislators to hear from us while they are home.  Please visit your local district offices or a town hall meeting to speak with your Congressman or their staff.  You can give them this sheet as a reminder of where limited government advocates stand on these issues. 
· A “Sample Letter to the Editor” This is a guide you can use to send letters to your local newspaper to spread the word about how these plans will hurt families and the economy.
· Talking Points and other resources
We will send you a FREE FreedomWorks bumper sticker for every “Legislative Feedback Form” you return via mail, fax, or email.  And when you visit your Senators or Representative please take a picture with them or their staff.  If you email it to us and let us know how the visit goes, we’ll send you one of our new t-shirts, FREE!  It says “I believe FreedomWorks, do you?”  This is an important message people need to be reminded of because we know freedom does work and is the best solution to the problems currently facing our nation. It might be the case that your legislators support free-market values.  If you are so lucky, then take this opportunity to thank them, visit them, and remind them of your convictions.
Your help in this battle is urgently needed and greatly appreciated.

Sincerely,
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Dick Armey

Chairman

FreedomWorks
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FreedomWorks Memorial Day Recess Call to Action: 

Stop the Government Takeover of Healthcare

LEGISLATIVE FEEDBACK FORM
Phone Call: 





Senate Office I Contacted: 


Staff Member I Talked To:

Town hall Meeting or Office Visit:

Congressman:




Staff Member I Talked To:
One idea to fund socialized medicine is to raise taxes on our beverages, including everything from sports drinks, to soda to alcoholic drinks. Help us defeat this terrible idea by sending a message to Congress: NO NEW TAXES TO PAY FOR SOCIALIZED MEDICINE!
Question 1:  One idea to fund the government takeover of healthcare is a massive tax hike on our beverages like soda and alcohol.  This is a tax Americans can’t afford and would mean more lost profits and jobs for already suffering small businesses like restaurants. Will you publicly oppose this plan?

Response:
Question 2: Other public health programs like Medicare do not have a good track record: waste and abuse is rampant and Medicare will soon be bankrupt.  We don’t need bureaucrats and politicians standing between my doctor and me.  Will you oppose this government takeover of healthcare and support free-market reforms?

Response: 
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www.FreedomWorks.org
Legislator Leave-Behind
Dear Legislator,

As a volunteer leader of FreedomWorks, a national grassroots advocacy organization, I want you to know what our membership of more than 760,000 activists across the country view as the most critical issues for taxpayers this session.

1. Stop the Government Takeover of Healthcare

Bureaucrats and politicians do not have a good track record when it comes to making services more efficient, timely or less wasteful.  That’s why putting these people in charge of our personal healthcare decisions is a dangerous prospect that will lead to increasingly poor care and less of it.  Medicare and other government programs are rampant with waste and fraud.  We need free-market reforms, not a political power-grab.  

Currently, there is a plan to use a massive beverage tax hike to fund part of the $1.5 trillion dollar price tag socialization of healthcare is expected to run up over the next 10 years.  That includes increasing the tax on a bottle of wine by 233 percent, the beer tax by 145 percent per six-pack, and the liquor tax by 19 percent to $2.54 per fifth. And an entirely new tax is proposed for “sugar-sweetened beverages”—including soda, fruit and vegetable drinks, sports drinks, iced teas and coffees, and flavored milk and dairy drinks.

These taxes will almost entirely be paid for by the very people the President promised not to raise taxes on—those earning under $250,000. This would be the second such broken-promise tax hike—the first being the large tax hike on tobacco products earlier this year.

This planned beverage tax hike not only leaves us with less money during a recession, it will also be a job killer, particularly in the hard-hit hospitality industry, where unemployment is already over 11 percent. In an industry that has already lost around 400,000 jobs in this downturn, a new tax that could destroy an estimated 160,000 more jobs is a terrible idea.

All these tax hikes are supposed to pay for herding us like cattle into government healthcare, like Medicare. There was a report this week from the Medicare trustees saying the program is in dire financial straights, with growing and unsustainable deficits, and is now projected to be insolvent by 2017—two years earlier than predicted just last year. That’s not exactly the sort of program most Americans want to be forced into and taxed for, all for the privilege of having to rely on a remote politician to decide which coverage we can get.
This is clearly a tax hike that Americans can’t afford for a plan we don’t want.
We ask that you oppose these and any new taxes to pay for the plan. Moreover, we ask that you oppose the government takeover of healthcare and pursue policies that give patients more freedom to determine their care.  This would lower costs and other barriers to care across the country.

Sample Letter to the Editor

Pointers: 

· Follow the KISS rule: Keep It Short, Simple

· Send them to multiple newspapers in your area or state

· Only one subject at a time

· Urge friends to send in letters along with you 

Stop the Government Takeover of Healthcare

I think we can all agree that heath care could use some serious reform.  We’ve all seen the high bills and know folks who can’t afford the medicine or insurance they need.  But the type of reform that President Obama, Speaker Pelosi, and Senator Reid are pushing is definitely a reform for the worse!

Putting politicians and bureaucrats in charge of my health care decisions is a horrible plan.  The DMV, postal service, and Medicare are all good examples of just the kind of job the government does when it’s put in charge of something: government gets bigger, choices get worse, and the whole thing has rampant fraud, waste, and abuse.  In places like Cuba, Canada, and Great Britain where citizens have this kind of socialized healthcare, the wait for treatment can be a real killer – literally!  And treatments are rationed by the government.

How will we pay for this impossible plan?  With more taxes, of course.  Congress is talking about raising taxes on wine, beer, liquor, soda, and the list goes on.  President Obama promised not to raise taxes on those who earned under $250,000 a year.  I don’t study these things, but I think it’s a pretty sound bet that many people earning less than $250,000 drink soda and wine now and then.  This is another broken promise that we can’t afford.

I’m not saying our healthcare is perfect – far from it.  But new taxes to nickel and dime our way to socialized medicine isn’t the answer. Giving lawmakers the power to call the shots will mean the end of innovation and individual care.  Medicine isn’t one size fits all.  Government needs to get out the way so that everyone can find the care that works best for them.  Please call your Congressman and help oppose this tax hike!
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Help Stop the Government Takeover of Healthcare: 

Talking Points

The Issue

The healthcare system in the United States is plagued by rising costs. Congress has considered ways to bolster the system, including reforming private insurance, encouraging medical savings accounts, encouraging state initiatives, providing financial assistance, and reforming medical malpractice.

The FreedomWorks Position

We want Americans to be able to use the free market to choose the care that suits their individual needs. We believe that government should not gain more control over healthcare. Frivolous lawsuits and bureaucratic waste add to the cost of health insurance.

· Politicians and bureaucrats already interfere in America’s healthcare system too much.  Much must be done to provide better service to more Americans, but the solution is to bring market forces into the system by empowering patients with more options and allowing them to interact more directly with their doctors.  Healthcare should work for YOU, not Washington.

· Giving government a heavier hand in healthcare puts more bureaucratic barriers between patients and healthcare providers.

· Raising taxes on beer, wine, alcohol, soda, and other beverages is a regressive tax that hurts the poor and middle class the most.

· The nation’s hospitality industry – restaurants, bars, hotels, and retail stores – get a substantial portion of jobs and sales from the sale of beer, alcohol, soda, and other beverages.  The loss of this revenue when consumers can’t afford the massive tax hike means those industries could lose up to 25% of their income.

· Anytime the government resorts to “nanny-state” taxes like this, consumption and hence tax revenue decreases.  The promised funds won’t be there and soon they will have to tax something else to pay for the government spending.

· Government-run healthcare would also force rationing and likely drag the quality of care down; as has been the case in many other countries.

· The enormous costs of other government health insurance plans like Medicare are already bringing down our nation’s budget and will soon run out of money altogether.  This is an unsustainable course and a burden we can’t leave to our children.  

· Free market reforms like allowing people to buy health insurance across state lines will help save costs. These reforms will put the care people require within reach with plans that fit their needs.
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The Liberal Plan:                                                                Raising Taxes to Pay for Socialized Medicine

The Senate let the tax hike cat out of the bag this week—we now know which tax increases they want to put on the middle class to fund their scheme for a government take over of health care. In a document distributed to lawmakers for a closed-door meeting in Washington on Wednesday, it was revealed that massive beverage tax hikes are planned to fund part of the $1.5 trillion dollar tab their socialization of health care is expected to run up over the next 10 years.

That’s a lot of tax dollars. Specifically, they’re looking at increasing the tax on a bottle of wine by 233 percent. The beer tax would go up 145 percent per six-pack. The liquor tax would go up 19 percent to $2.54 per fifth. And an entirely new tax is proposed for “sugar-sweetened beverages”—including soda, fruit and vegetable dinks, sports drinks, iced teas and coffees, and flavored milk and dairy drinks.

These taxes will almost entirely be paid for by the very people the President promised not to raise taxes on—those earning under $250,000. This would be the second such broken-promise tax hike—the first being the large tax hike on tobacco products earlier this year.

This planned beverage tax hike not only leaves us with less money during a recession, it will also be a job killer, particularly in the hard-hit hospitality industry, where unemployment is already over 11 percent. In an industry that has already lost around 400,000 jobs in this downturn, a new tax that could destroy an estimated 160,000 more jobs is a terrible idea.

All these tax hikes are supposed to pay for herding us like cattle into government healthcare, like Medicare. It seems the powers that be in Washington missed the report this week from the Medicare trustees saying the program is in dire financial straights, with growing and unsustainable deficits, and is now projected to be insolvent by 2017—two years earlier than predicted just last year. That’s not exactly the sort of program most Americans want to be forced into and taxed for, all for the privilege of having to rely on a remote politician to decide which coverage we can get, and what they will deny for “cost reasons” and “the greater good”.

You can read this article at www.FreedomWorks.org. 




Please return completed forms to: 601 Pennsylvania Ave, NW, North Building 


Suite 700; Washington, DC  20004.  Fax: 202-942-7649.  Email: � HYPERLINK "mailto:bsteinhauser@freedomworks.org" ��bsteinhauser@freedomworks.org�  








